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Members Present     Staff  Present 
Jay Walsh      Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr.  
Dennis Reidy      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  
Mark Wendling      Michael Glotz, Village Trustee 
Richard Osty 
Dino Sanfillippo      Guests Present    
Jim Fuentes      Neal Hummitsch, SIP Wine Bar 
Christine Obbagy      
Diane Galante        
   
Members Not Present   
Paul Spass   
Yaser Elkayyal     
       
 
Chairman Walsh called the November 12, 2018 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order 
at 6:32 p.m. There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes, seconded by Christine Obbagy, to approve the 
minutes from the Oct. 8, 2018 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes, 
seconded by Christine Obbagy, to approve the revised agenda for tonight’s meeting; motion carried.  
 
Neil Hummitsch introduced himself. He and a partner are looking to open a self-service wine bar on 174th 
& Oak Park Ave. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Chairman Walsh pointed out some of the items on the Community Development 
report for October. Woodman’s is still in discussion for the Lincolnway site. The finances were approved 
for The Boulevard project. There’s a lot of interest in Duvan Drive properties. Distribution is on the rise 
but most interest is in Will County. 
 
New Business/Old Business - 
 
Playbook Grant Applications: 
Patrick is trying to line up businesses to come in (to the ECC meetings) a month before there needing to be 
a vote. Then there can be a recommendation for it to go before the board. 
Neil, the co-owner of SIP, explained to the commission what financial obstacles he is facing. They’re going 
to be putting a 2,000 square foot addition to the south of the building. Property has no ADA, no sprinklers. 
The water connection is in the street (Oak Park Avenue). The application will be submitted to present next 
month to get the recommendation from the commission. 
Patrick also mentioned that Cuzin’s is looking to expand. The Vet Clinic is also looking to expand.  
 
Strategic Plan: 
Patrick passed out copies of the updated Economic Development Strategic Plan for 2019. He has added 
metrics to each of the strategies and has also listed the percentage complete for each; tracking will be done 
on an Excel spreadsheet. He has also added Marketing Targets where applicable. 
 
Patrick wants feedback from commissioners, then to committee and the board for approval. A motion was 
made by Dennis Reidy to approve the Economic Development Strategic Plan of 2019 to be reviewed by 
the Economic Development Marketing Committee. Jim Fuentes seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
Marketing Plan: 



The Marketing Plan was not yet complete; Patrick will email it to commissioners when it’s ready. 
The target markets that we want to go after are in the Marketing Plan. And also any item that’s in the 
Strategic Plan that needs marketing activity.  
Patrick is working with Donna (Marketing) on positioning, competitive analysis, and the overall marketing 
strategy. 
It was suggested to add to the Marketing Plan to put something together for the Gubernatorial Inauguration 
in the spring. 
 
Patrick mentioned that there is interest in the Kmart building. He stated that he’ll be meeting with Brixmor 
during the week; they’ve said that if an anchor goes through, they’ll redo the whole center. 
 
Staff Report – Patrick recapped a few items: 
We’re in negotiations with Bremen. Distribution centers are on the rise, but we have to find the right area 
to put them. The Boulevard project was approved. 
Twenty-six applications were received for the BRE position. Recommendations will be made for 
interviews. 
Mental Health Center: more review will be done on the financial side. 
Continued heavy interest from hotels. 
 
Trustee Report – Trustee Berg was not in attendance.  
 
Comments from the Public –  
Chairman Walsh asked about what effect the changes in Springfield will have on the Mental Health Center 
property. Patrick stated that they are still waiting on final appraisals. 
 
 
There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes and seconded by Richard Osty, to adjourn the meeting. Vote by 
voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 


